
 
I am a sergeant with the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department. In September of 

2002, I was a detective and I was dispatched to a horrible incident where a mother 
killed her three-year-old daughter and attempted to kill her five-year-old daughter. 
The five-year-old (Gracie) was shot several times and had her throat cut from ear to 
ear.  

 
The tone of this investigation was set when the firefighters/paramedics went into 

the scene, in an attempt to save a life; knowing the suspect and the murder weapons 
were still there. The fire department was nearby so they arrived before law 
enforcement had an opportunity to deem the scene safe for medical personnel.  

 
In interviewing one of the firefighters I learned they found Gracie in the bathtub, 

seemingly lifeless. The firefighters, seasoned first responders, were startled when 
Gracie sat up and gasped for air. Needless to say the firefighters/paramedics attended 
to Gracie and had her air lifted to a nearby trauma center/hospital.  

 
I was assigned the interviews with Gracie and the autopsy for her little sister. As a 

S.W.A.T. officer and a homicide detective I have become somewhat callous to what 
we in law enforcement deal with on a daily basis. Well that is thrown out the window 
when you converse with a five-year-old girl who tells you a story about how her 
mother tried to kill her and, in fact, killed her little sister. Gracie has forever changed 
my perception of children; she is my little hero.  

 
The more I interacted with Gracie the more I learned what a difficult life this five-

year-old was living. It was clear that Gracie and her little sister (sidekick) had to fend 
for themselves, and now her sidekick was gone.  

 
The reports have been written, we (law enforcement) have testified, the suspect 

was convicted and sentenced, and for all intents and purposes this investigation is 
over for us. But for Gracie it’s not over, I don’t know that it will ever be over. 
Whether she is changing in the locker room for P.E. class and one of her peers asks 
her what the scars on her legs, arms, and neck are from, or whether she is ever asked 
how many brothers and sisters she has, Gracie will constantly be reminded of this 
terrible incident.  
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